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POST-DISPATCH WEATHERBIRD ®

Team Obama 
aims to jolt 
economy

Actor Will Smith snaps a picture with a fan Wednesday night 

before the St. Louis premiere of his new film, “Seven Pounds,” 

at the AMC Creve Coeur 12 theater on Olive Boulevard. Fans 

were encouraged to bring canned goods to benefit St. Louis 

Area Foodbank and Urban League.

WILL SMITH • UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL

LAURIE SKRIVAN  •  LSkrivan@post-dispatch.com

WASHINGTON  •  Sounding as 

though he were already assuming 

the reins of power 57 days from 

his inauguration, President-elect 

Barack Obama Monday intro-

duced his top economic aides 

with a promise to use a massive 

stimulus program to “jolt” back 

on track the nation’s foundering 

economy.
Obama said he had instructed 

his new economic team to craft a 

plan to create or save 2.5 million 

jobs in his first two years, and he 

urged the new Congress, which 

convenes Jan. 6, to have the leg-

islation ready for him to sign as 

soon as he is sworn in two weeks 

later. “We do not have a minute 

to waste,” he said.
He declined to say how much 

the stimulus package might 

cost, but declared that the 

federal government must act 

“swiftly and boldly” to resolve 

an “economic crisis of historic 

proportions.”
There are estimates that the 

package could be $700 billion 

over two years - compared with 

the $175 billion per year he pro-

posed during the campaign.

Obama’s comments provided 

the clearest sign yet of how the 

financial crisis is forcing him 

to rapidly revise his campaign 

proposals before assuming the 

presidency. He used the Chi-

The message  •  ‘Not a minute to waste.”

The plan  •  Add 2.5 million jobs in 2 years.

STLtoday.com  •  Obama is expected to 

speak today on the deficit and budget cuts.

BY MICHAEL KRANISH  •  The Boston Globe

Big 3’s 
biggest 
booster: 
Kit Bond
But a partisan 

divide persists as 

Democrats toss the 

issue back to the 

White House.

BY BILL LAMBRECHT

blambrecht@post-dispatch.com

WASHINGTON  •  Missouri 

Sen. Christopher “Kit” Bond is 

spearheading a last-ditch effort 

to provide emergency loans to 

the struggling auto industry by 

diverting $25 billion approved 

earlier to promote fuel efficiency 

in American-made vehicles.

But despite support from 

the White House, Bond’s plan 

has failed to bridge a partisan 

divide that seems destined 

to leave Detroit’s automakers 

empty-handed despite their 

pleas to Congress this week.

Instead, Senate Democratic 

leaders suggested Wednesday 

that the administration find 

other ways to rescue the do-

mestic auto industry.
“If we can’t do it here leg-

islatively, I would hope that 

the secretary of the Treasury 

would listen loud and clear, 

because they could take this 

into their own hands,” Senate 

Majority Leader Harry Reid of 

Nevada said.
The day after Big Three au-

tomakers told Congress that 

they badly need a cash infu-

sion, Democratic senators said 

that they still are unable to at-

tract enough Republican sup-

porters to advance a plan that 

would carve $25 billion for au-

tomakers out of the $700 bil-

lion Wall Street rescue fund.

Many senators argue that 

Defense plans to question 

Drew’s role as web stalker

Jury hears that Lori Drew hatch the plot that ended in teen’s death.

BY ROBERT PATRICK  •  rpatrick@post-dispatch.com

LOS ANGELES  •  Lori Drew didn’t 

hatch the plan to woo and humiliate 

her daughter’s former friend, didn’t 

create the fake MySpace account 

used and didn’t send any of the mes-

sages to 13-year-old Megan Meier, 

Drew’s lawyer said Wednesday in 

federal court in Los Angeles.

Offering the first detailed de-

fense since prosecutors charged 

Drew six months ago with con-

spiracy and three counts of illegally 

accessing MySpace’s computers, 

H. Dean Steward also signaled how 

he would attack the prosecution’s 

case.
Drew never read the MySpace 

rules she was accused of violating, 

he said. He also said that his com-

puter expert found little evidence 

of Drew’s role in the case. Most of 

the messages could not be located, 

both sides admitted, including the 

last message that reportedly went 

to Megan: “The world would be a 

better place without you. Have a 

(expletive) rest of your life.”

Steward said his expert found 

no evidence that much of the ac-

tivity prosecutors traced to Drew 

occurred on the Drew family com-

puter.
And he suggested he may attack 

the venue - in federal court in Los 

Angeles because MySpace’s com-

puter servers are located here.

Steward said that the harassing 

messages were sent from a variety 

of teens in a variety of ways - via 

text messages, through two instant 

message services and through the 

social networking site Xanga.

He also placed most of the blame 

on Drew’s former employee, 18-

year-old Ashley Grills, who admit-

ted sending the final message but 

who has been granted immunity in 

exchange for her testimony.

Both sides agreed that Megan’s 

2006 death was tragic.
But U.S. Attorney Thomas P. 

O’Brien put the blame squarely on 

Drew, echoing much of the alle-

gations already aired court filings, 

public statements and interviews.

Drew, her daughter and Grills 

created a fake account in which 

they pretended to be a 16-year-

old heartthrob named Josh Evans, 

prosecutors charge. They were 

trying to find out what Megan was 

saying about Drew’s daughter, her 

former friend.

They planned to woo Megan, 

then humiliate her by printing out 

the online conversations with Josh 

and taking them to school or by 

luring her to the mall on the pretext 

of meeting Josh, only to have her 

met by jeering teens.
Drew thought it was funny,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hagar goes to school

Find out where Sammy Hagar went at STLtoday.com/the grade.  

You also can join our Sammy Fans at MySTLtoday.com

You’re spending time 

on Facebook?
Good, research says

‘Hanging out’ online in social networking 

setting helps teenagers connect.

BY JOE CRAWFORD  •  jcrawford@post-dispatch.com

Some might call it unproductive. 

Or maybe a bad habit. Or just a 

frivolous distraction. Or even 

dangerous.
Julianne Howell, a freshman 

at St. Joseph’s Academy, calls 

her daily Facebook routine time 

well spent.
“It’s like a social connec-

tion,” she said. “It’s not a waste 

of time. It’s like talking on the 

phone - that isn’t a waste of 

time.”
Howell’s justification for the 

hours she spends on the social 

networking site is dead on, ac-

cording to a study released today 

by the MacArthur Foundation. 

A team of researchers working 

on the foundation’s “Digital 

Youth Project” concluded that 

interaction with new media 

such as Facebook is increasingly 

becoming an essential part of 

becoming a competent citizen 

in the digital age.
And further, all that Web 

surfing isn’t necessarily eroding 

the intelligence or initiative of 

the young generation.

THE NOMINEES 

Timothy Geithner

Treasury secretary

Lawrence H. Summers

National Economic 

Council director

Christina D. Romer

White House Council of 

Economic Advisers chairwoman

Melody Barnes

White House Domestic 

Policy Council director

> Full resumes on Page 7BUY YOUR TICKET ONLINE

Purchase tickets to ‘Seven Pounds’ and other movies,  

as well as see video and photo galleries of Will Smith.   

STLtoday.com/movies

CREATE YOUR 
OWN COMMUNITY

See what you’ve been missing. Cre-

ate your own community and start 

your social network. 

MySTLtoday.com
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MOST 
AGREE 
WHAT SHE 
DID WAS 
WRONG ... 

Lori Drew sat up a MySpace 

account to monitor and possibly 

harass 13-year-old Megan Meier.

... BUT WAS IT A CRIME? 

Cyber-bullying of this nature is 

a fairly new phenomenon. The 

question we ask: Should Drew’s 

actions be considered a crime? 

Tell us at
STLtoday.com/talkoftheday
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•	 Guaranteed exclusivity 

•	 Extremely high level of customer 	
	 awareness/readership 

•	 Lasting reference that can be 	
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	 location, extending the life of your 	
	 advertising message

Conditions for publication:
1. 	 One note advertiser per publication per day. 

2.	 In the event of major breaking news or technical issues, Notes may be rescheduled within 	
	 a seven day window. 

3.	 Application at 90% of run is guaranteed on front page above or below fold.  

4. 	The publisher reserves the right to revise or reject in whole or in part any advertisement in 	
	 its newspaper editions or other advertising vehicles. 

5.	 Run dates are guaranteed with a minimum of 250,000 quantity, or with full runs at rate 	
	 card pricing. 
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3x3 Rates (all rates are per 1,000)

RATE 0109

Effective March 16, 2009.

*Excludes Dollar Menu breakfast sandwiches

  Expires 1/07/2009. Valid at any participating McDonald’s® restaurant 

  in the St. Louis and Metro East area. Current prices and participation 

  based on independent operator decision. Prices may vary. Not valid 

  in conjunction with any other offer, discount, coupon or combo meal. 

  Cash value 1/20 of 1¢. Limit one coupon per customer per visit. 

  Plus tax if applicable. Price of required purchase posted on menuboard.  

  Coupon may not be transferred, copied or duplicated in any way or 

  transmitted via electronic media. Valid when product is served. May not 

  be valid on custom orders. ©2008 McDonald's.

FREE Medium McCafé® Coffee

or hot chocolate when you buy 

a breakfast sandwich.*

Mocha

Cappuccino

Latte

*All rates are net and subject to change.


